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14 May 1989

My, George H. Backer, Jr.
Special Assistant to the Becretary
Departmant of Commerce
Washiagton, D. C,

Dear Mr. Becher:

Thaak you for your recent letter suggesting that the Department
of Commeres be placed on the distridbution list for National Intelligence
Estimates and other studies that touch upon East-West trade and
related matters.

The members of the United States Intelligence Board have beon
sdvised of your regquest. They wished me to assure you that the
Department of Commaercs will be provided with the information con-
tained in those estimates produced in the future which (all within the
scops of your request, At the same time | might note that the Board
gonerally produces relatively fow sstimates bearing directly on the
fislds of your special interest. Estimates such as the ens oz "Imepli-
cations of an Increass in US.-Soviet Trade, " for sxanmrple, are uswvally
dons to meet & specific reguirement, On the whole, therefore, much
of the malerial sueh as you are particularly interested in would appear
in the form of specialized studies rather than astimates.

With respect to studies other than estimates, I uaderstand that the
Departmant of Commercs, particularly through its representatior on
the Lcoanmic luislligence Commities (KIC) of the Intelligence Board
aslready receives, or ks access to, studles on East-West trade and
related masters prodused by the KIC and other compoenaats of the
intslligence community. Ws are informed, ior example, that the
studies of EIC and of the Office of Research and Reports {ORR) of ClA
on sush subjegts ars normslly distributed sutomatigally to the Commerce
EIC representative. Also, ths Department of Commerce receives
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rangsments we are your letter on to the KIC and the relevani
aress of CIA in erder that ma: '
~ they may continus to have your specific
Sincerely,
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